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paratively, one fin may be lefler than another. Take heed of
little (ins. The frequent committing of lefler fins, will prepare

for greater. A lefler dillemper of the body, if it be let alone,

prepares for a greater dillemper : being unjuft in a little, pre-

pares for being unjull in much, Luke xvi. 10. Such as were at

firil more modell, yet by accutioming themfelves to lefler fins,

by degrees their fins have grown up to a greater heighth, jail-

fins have begun at little fins. (2.) If you would not fin pre-

fumptuoufly, viz. knowingly and wilfully, then reverence the

dictates of confcience : get confcience well informed by the

word, as you let your watch by the fun, and then be ruled by
it ; do nothing againll confcience. If confcience faith. Do fuch

a thing, though never (b unpleafing, let upon the duty. When
confcience faith, Take heed of fuch a thing ? come not nigh the

forbidden fruit. Confcience is God's deputy or proxy in the

foul ; the voice of confcience is the voice of God ; do not llifle

any checks of confcience, led God lufler thee to harden in fin,

and by degrees come to prefumptuous tin. (3.) Labour to have
your knowledge lan6lified. Men fin againll their knowledge,
becaufe their knowledge is not ftindlified. San6iified knowledge
works upon the foul ; it inclines us to do good ; it makes us flee

from fin ; fan6lified knowledge is like a breall-plate, which keeps
the arrowTof prefumptuous fin from entering.

Col. iii. 11. But Chriji is all in all.

The Philofopher faith, every fcience takes its dignity
from the objedl ; the more noble the objec"^, the more rare the
knowledge. Hence it is that Jefus Chriil being the moll fu-

blime and glorious objecl:, that knowledge which Jeads us to

Chrilt, mull needs be niofl; excellent ; it is called the * excel-

lency of the knowledge of Clirill,' Phil. iii. 8. So fweet is this

knowledge, that St. Paul * determined to know nothing but
Chriil,' 1 Cor. ii, «. And indeed what needed he to know
more? for • Chrilt is all in all,'

In the text there is a negation and an afl^umption, fomething
the apollle fets down privatively, and fomething pofitively.

1. Privatively. St. Paul tells the Coloflians what will not
avail them, * neither circumcifion, nor uncircumcifion availeth,*

&c. Circumcifion was a u^reat privilege, it was a badge and cog-
nizance to diflinguilh the people of God from thole who were
exteri and foreign ; it was a pale between the garden incloled,

and the common. The people of circumcifion were a people of
God's circumfpection, they were under his eye, and his wing ;

they were his lioufehold family ; rather than they fliould want.
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God would make the heavens a granary, and rain down manna
tipon them : he would fet the rockabroach, and make it a living

iprin^; how glorious was circumcifion ! Rom. ix. 4, 5. What
rich jewels hung upon Ifrael's crown ! but in matters of fulva-

tion, all this was nothing, * neither circumcifion, nor uncircum-
cifion,' &c. From whence we may obferve,

That external privileges commend no man to God : whether
wife, or rich, or noble, this doth not iet us off in God's eye,
1 Cor. i. Q6. God fees not as man fees r we are taken with
beauty and parts ; thefe things avail not with God. God lays

his left hand upon thefe, as Jacob did upon Manaffeh, Gen.
xlviii. 14. God often paffeth by thofe who cad a greater fplen-

dor and lufire in the world, and looks upon them ofan interior

alloy ; the reafon is, * that no tlelh (hould glory in his pre-
fence,' I Cor. i. 2P. If God fhould graft his gTace only upon
wifdom and parts, fome would be ready to lay, my wifdom or

my eloquence, or my nobility have faved me ; therefore * not
many \\i(e, not many noble are called.' God will have no prid-

ing or vaunting in the creature.

Ufe. Reft not in outward privileges or excellencies, thefe are

no ftocks to graft the hopes of falvation upon ; many of Chrill's

kindred went to hell. Paul is called the fervant of the Lord,
Rom. i. 1. And James is called the brother of theLord, Gal.

i. 19. It is 'better to be the fervant of the Lord, than the bro-

ther of the Lord. The virgin" Mary was faved, not as Ihe was
the mother of Chrift, but as Che was the daughter of faith ; it is

grace, not blood, gives the precedency ; an heart that hath

Chrill formed in it, is God's delight, and this brings me to the

next.

2. The apoftle lets down fomething pofitively ;
* But Chrift

is all in all ;* in whicii words there is,

1. The fubjecl Chrift ; his name is fweet, it is * as ointment

poured forth,' Cant. i. 3. It was Job's wilh, * O that my
words wer^ now written, that they were graven with an iron

pen, and laid in the rock for ever,* Job xix. 23. And it is my
wifh, O that this name (this fweet name) of Chrift, were now-

written, that it were graven with the pen of the Holy Ghoft
in our hearts for ever : the name of Chrift hath in it, laith

Chryfoftom, a thoufand treafuries ofjoy.

2. The predicate, * all in all,' Chrift is all fulnefs/ all fweet-

nefs ; he is all that is imaginable, all that is defirable ; he who
halh Chrift, can have no more, for * Chrift is all.'

The propoiiiion out of the words, is, that Jefus Chrift is the

quintefllence of all good things, * he is all.'

1. Sometmies faith is faid to be all. Gal. v. 6. nothing avail-

eth but failh ; faith is all, as it is an inftrument to lay hold oa
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Chrlft, whereby we are faved ; as a man is faved by catching

hold of a bough.
2. Sometimes the new creature is Taid to be all, Gal. vi. 15.

Nothing availeth but a now creature ; the new creature is i<ll,

as it qualities and fits for glory ;
* without holinefs no man fliall

fee the Lord,' Heb. xii. 14. It is a laying of Chryfoftom, at

the day ofjudgment God will a{k that queftion, as our Saviour

did, Matth. xxii. 20. * Whofe image and fuperfcription is

this ?' So will God fay, whofe image is this ? If thou canll not
fliew him his image confifting in holinefs, he will reje6l thee ;

thus the new creature is all.

3. Here in the text Chrift is (aid to be all ; but in what fenfe

is Chritt all ? (1.) Chrillis ail by way of eminency ; all good
things are eminently to be found in him ; as the fun doth vir-

tually contain in it the light of the leller ftars. (2.) Chrift is

all by way of derivation ; all good things are tranfraitted and
conveyed to us thro' Chrift ; as your rich commodities, jewels

and fpices come by fea ; fo all heavenly bleiringsfall to us thro*

the red fea of ChriiVs blood, Rom. xi. 36. 'Through him
are all things.* Chrift is that fpiritual pipe, through which the

golden oil of mercy empties itfelf into the foul.

Chrift muft needs be all ; for * in him dwelleth all the fulnefs

of the God-head,' Col. ii, 7. He hatha partnerftiip with God the

Father. John xvi. 15. ' All that the Father hath is mine,*

fo that there is enough in him to (catter all our fears, to remove
?ill our burdens, to fupply all our wants ; there can be no defe^
in that which is infinite.

life 1. Information. And it hath fix branches. (1.) It

fhews us the glorious fulnefs of Jeftis Chrift ' he is all in ail/

Chrift is a panoply, a magazine and ftorehoufe of all fpiritual

riches : you may go with the bee from flower to flower, and
fuck here and there a little fweetnefs, but you will never have
enough till you come to Chrift ; for he is ' all in all,'

Now, in particular, Chrift is all in fix refpe6ls. (I.) Chrift

is all in regard of righteoufnefs. 1 Cor. i. 30. * He is made to

«s righteoufnefs.' The robe of innocency, like the vail of the

temple, is rent afunder ; ours is a ragged righteoufnefs. Ifa.

Jxiv. Q. * Our righteoufnefs is as filthy rags.' As under rags

the naked body is feen ; fo, under the rags of our righteoufnefs,

the body of death is feen ; we can defile our duties, but they
cannot juftify us; but Chrift is all in regard of righteoufnefs,

Rom. X. 4. ' Chrift is the end of the law for righteoufnefs to

them that believe :' that is, through Chrift we are as righteous

as if we had fatisfied the law in our own perfons. Jacob got
the blelftng in the garment of his elder brother ; fo, in the gar-

ment of Chrift our elder brother we obtain the blelling ; Chnli's
righteoufneis isacoat woven without feam, ^J Cor. v. tdt. ' We



528 DIVERS DISCOURSES.

are made the righteournefs of God in him.' (2.) Chrifl is all

in regard of fanctification, I Cor. i. 30. * He is made unto us

fan6lification.' San6lification is the fpirilual enamel and em-
broidery of the foul ; it is nothing elfe but God's putting upon
us the jewels of holinefs, the angel's glory ; by it we are made
as the king's daughter, ' all glorious within,' Pfal. xlv. 13.
This doth tune and prepare the foul for heaven ; it turns iron

into gold, it makess the heart, which was Satan's pi6lure, Chrift's

epiftle. The virgins, Ellh. ii. 1*2. * had their days of purifica-

tion ;' they were firft to be perfumed and anointed, and then
they were to Hand before the king : we mufthave ' the anoint-

ing of God,' I John ii. ^7. and be perfumed with the graces of

the Spirit, thole fweet odours, and then we fhall ftand before

the King of heaven ; there mull be firll our days of purification

before our days of glorification ; what a bleiVed work is this !

a foul beautified and adorned with grace, is like the firmament
befparigled with glittering ftars. O what a metamorphofe is

there! I may allude to that. Cant. iii. 6. ' So, who is this that

comes out of the wildernefs of fin, perfumed with all the graces

of the fpirit?' Holinefs is the fignature and engraving of God
upon the foul ; but whence is this ? Chrill is all, he is made to

us fanctification ; he it is that fends his Spirit into our hearts,

to be a refiner's fire, to burn up our drofs, and make our graces

fparkle like gold in the furnace ; Clirift arifeth upon the Ibul

• with healing under his wings,' Mai. iv. 2. He heals the

underltanding, and laith, * Let there be light;' he heals the

heart by diffolving thefione in his blood ; the heals the will, by
filing off its rebellion. Thus he is all in regard of fan6tification.

(3.) Chrifl is all in regard of divine acceptance. Eph. i. 6. He
hath made us favourites ; fo Chryfoftom and Theophyla6l ren-

der it ; through Chrill God is propitious to us, and takes all

we do in good part.

A wicked man being out of Chrift, is out of favour ; as his

ploughing is fin, Prov. xxi. 4. fo his praying is fin, Prov. xv.

8. God will not come near him, his breath is infe<5lious ; God
will hear his fins, and not his prayers; but now in Chrill God
accepts us, Eccl. ix. 7. As Joleph did prefent his brethren

before Pharaoh, and brought them into favour with the king.

Gen. xlvii. <2. So the Lord Jefus carries the names of the

faints upon his breafl, and prefents them before his Father, fo

bringing them into repute and honour ; through Chrill God
will treat and parly with us, he fpeaks to uf, a.s Ifa. Ixii. 4.

Through the red glafs every thing appears of a red colour;

through the blood of Chrift we look of a fanguine complexion,

ruddy and beautiful in God's eyes. (4.) Clirill is all in regdrd

of divine affiftance; a Chriftian's llrength lies in Chrift, Phil,

iv. 13. Whence is it a Chriftian is able to do duty, to reliil
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temptation ; but throu<i;li Chrift's ftiengthening? Whence is it

that a Iparkle ol" grace hve.s io a lea of corruption, the ilonns of

perfecution blowing, but that Ctirill holds this fpurUle in ihe

holiosv of his hand ? Wlitnce is it that the roaring hon hath not

devoured the faints, but that the Lion of the iribeofjudah hath

defended them ? Chrill not only gives us our crown but our

fiiield ; he not only gives us our garland when we overcome,

but our (Irength whereby we overcome, Rev. xii. 11. ' They
overcame him (that is, the accufer of the brethren) by the blood

of the Lamb.' Chriii keeps the fort-royal of grace that it be not

blown up ; Peter's fliield was bruifed, but Clirili kept it that it

was not broken. * I have prayed for thee that thy faith fail not,*

Luke xxii. 31, 32. that it be not in a total eclipie. The crowa
of all the faints' victories muft be fet upon the head ot Clirill,

Rom. viii. 38. Write the name of Michael upon all your con-

(juell. ().) Chrill is all in regard of pacification ; when con-

Icience is in an agony, and burns as hell in the fenfe of God's
wrath ; now Chrill is all, he pours the balm of his blood into

thele wounds; ' he maketh thelturm a calm.' Chrill doth.not

only make peace in the court of heaven, but in the court of con-

Icience ; he not only makes peace above us, but within us, John
xvi. uU. Saith Cyprian, all our golden Iteanis of peace How
from this fountain. John xiv. 27. ' Peace I leave with you,

my peace 1 give unto you.' Jefus Chrill not only purchafed

peace for us, but fpeaks peace to us ; he is called ' the Prince

of peace,' Ifa. ix. (i. Thus Chrill is all in regard of pacifica-

tion, he makes peace for us, and in us ; this honey and oil flow

out of the rock Chrill. (6.) Chrill is all in regard of remunera-

tion, he it is that crowns us after all our labours and fulferings :

he died to advance us ; his lying in the wine-prefs, was to bring

us into the wine-cellar; he is gone before to take poflefliou

of heaven in the name of all believers. Heb. vi. •20. ' Whither
the fore-runner is for us entered, even Jefus.'—Chrill is gone to

befpeak a place for the faints, John xiv. 9. He makes heaven

ready fo.r them, and makes them ready for heaven. Thus Chrift

is all in regard of remuneriition. Rev. xxii. 12. * Behold, I

come quickly, and my reward is with me.'
• 2. If Chrift be all, it fliews us what a vail difproporlion there

is between Chrift and the creature ; there is as much ditference

as between ens and nihil; Chrill is all in all, and the creature ia

nothing at all, Prov. xxiii. 5. ' Wilt thou fet thine eyes on that

which is not?' The creature is a non-entity ; though it hath a
phyfical exiilence, yet confidered theologicAlty, it is nothing

;

it is but a gilded fliadow, a pleafant fancy ; when Solomon had
fifted up the tinell flour, and diltilled the fpiritsof all created

excellency, here is the refult, ' ALL WAS VANITY,' Eccl.

ii. 11. We read, the earth in the creation was voi<l ; Gen, i. 2.

Vol. II. No. 23. 3 X.
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fo are all earthly comforts void ; they are void of that which
we think is in them, they are void of fatisfa6lion ; therefore they

are compared to wind, Hof. xii- 5. ' A man can no more fill

his heart with the world, than he can fill his belly with the air

he draws in.—Now the creature is faid to be nothing in a three-

fold ienfe.

1. It is nothing to a man in trouble of fpirit ; if the fpirit be
wounded, outward things will give no more eafe than a crown
of gold will cure the head-ache.

2. 'i he creature is nothing to a man that hath heaven in his

eye ; when St. Paul had feen * that light fliining from heaven,

furpairmg the glory of the fun,' A6ts xxvi. 13. though his eyes

Were open, ' he faw no man,' A6ls ix. 8. fo he that hath the

glory of heaven in his eye, is blind to the world ; he fees no-

thing in it to allure him, or make him willing to flay here.

3. The creature is nothing to one that isdyiog ; a man at the

hour of death is moft ferious, and is able to give the truefi; ver-

di6l of things ; now at fuch a time the world is nothing, it is in

an eclipfe, the forrow of it is real, but the joy imaginary. Oh
then what a vafi ditference is there between Chritt and the crea-

ture ! Chriil is * all in all,' and the creature nothing at all ; yet

how many damn their fouls for iiolhing?

3. It fhews whither the foul is to go in the want of all ; go

to Chrift who is all in all. Dofl, thou want grace ? Go to Chrifi:,

Col. ii. 3. * In him are hid all the treafures of wifdom and

knowledge.* Chrifi is the great Lord tr^afurer ; go then to

Chrift; fay. Lord, I am indigent of grace, but in thee are all

my frefh fprings, fill my ciftern from thy fpring. Lord, I am
blind, thou haft eye-falve to anoint me; I am defiled thou haft

water to cleanfe me ; my heart is hard, thou haft blood to foften

tne : I am empty of grace, bring thy fulnefs to my emptinefs.

In all our fpiritual wants, we fliould repair to Chrift, as Jacob's

fons did to their brother Jofeph ;
* He opened all the ftore-

houfes,' Gen. xli. 56. and * gave to his brethren corn and pro-

vifion for the way,' Gen. xlii. 25. Thus the Lord hath made
Chrift our Jofeph. Col. ii. 3. * In him are hid all treafures.'

Oh then finners, make out to Chrift ; he is ' all in all ;' and to

encourage you to go to him, remember there is in him not only

fulnefs, but freenefs: * Ho every one that thirfts, come ye to

the waters ;' Chrift is not only full as the honey-comb, but he

drops as the honey-comb.
4. If Chrift be all, fee here the Chriftian's inventory, how

rich is he that hath Chrift ! he hath all that may make him com-

pletely happy. Plutarch reports that the wife of Phocion being

afked where her je\vels were, fhe aniwered, my hufband, and

his triuntphs are my jewels ! fo, if a Chriftian be allied, where

are his riches, he will fay, Chrift is my liches. A true faint
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cannot be poor, if you look into his houfe, perhaps he hath
fcarce a bed to lie on, 1 Cor. iv. 11. ' Even to this prefent

hour, we both hunger and thirft, and are naked, and have no
certain dwelling-place.' Come to many a child of God, and
bid him make his will, he I'aiih as Peter, A(5ts iii. (5. ' Silver

and gold have I none ;' yet he can at the fame time make his

triumph with the apoftle, 2 Cor. iv. 10. * As having nothing,

yet poirelfing all ;' he hath Chriil who is all. When a believer

can call nothing his, he can fay all is his. The tabernacle was
covered with badger llcins, Exod. xxv. 5. yet moll of it was of

gold; lb a faint may have a poor covering, ragged clothes, but
he is inlaid with gold, • Chriil is formed in his heart,' and lb he
is all glorious within.

.5. How Ihould a Chriftian fit down fatisfied with Chriil!
• Ciirill is all.' What though he wants other things, is not

Chrid enough? if a man hath fun-fhine, he doth not complain
he wants the light of a candle ; hath he not enough who hath
the * unfearchable riches of Cikrill?' I have read of a godly man,
who being blind, his friend alked him if he was not troubled

for the want of his fight? he confelVed he was ; why faith his

friend, are you troubled becaufe you want that wlficli flies have,

when you have that which angels have? So I fay toa Chriftian,

Why art thou troubled for wanting that which a reprobate has,

when thou hall that which the glorified faints have ? Thou hall

Chrifl with all his perquifites and royalties! fuppofe a father

fhould deny his ion furniture for his houCe, but Ihould fettle all

his land upon him, had he any caule to complain ? If God de-

nies thee a little furniture in the world, but in the mean time
fettles his land upon thee, he gives thee the held wheiem the

pearl of price is hid, hall thou any caufe to repine ? a Chriftian

that wants neceffaries, yet having Chrifl, he hath the one thing

needful, Col. ii. 10. ' Ye are complete in him ;' What ? com-
plete in Chrifl, and not content with Chrifl? Luther faith, the

lea of God's mercy fhould fwallow up our particular afflictions ;

furely this fea of God's love in giving us Chrifl, fliould drown
all our complaints and grievances; let the Chrillian take the
harp and the viol, and blefs God.

6. If Chrifl be all, fje the.deplorable condition of a Chriftlefs

perfon ; he is poor, he is worth nothing, Rev. iii. 17. ' Thou
art wretched, miferable and poor,* &cc. The fadnefs of a man
that wants Chrilt, will appear in thefe feven particulars.

1. He hath no juftification ; what a glorious thing is it when
a poor finner is abfolved from guilt, and is declared to be rectus

in curia.' but this privilege flows from Chrift : all pardons are

fealed in his blood. Ads xiii. 39. ' by him all that believe are

juftitied :' lb that he who is out of Chriil is unjultitied : the

guilt of fin cleaves to him ; he mull be refponfible to juftice in

3X2
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his own' perfon, and the curfe ftands in full force againft the-

finner.

2. He that wants Chrift, wants the beauty of holinefs ; Jefus^

Chrift is a living fprinq- of grace, John i. 14. ' Full of grace

and truth.' Now a Chridlefs perfon, is a gracelefs perfon, he
hath not one fhred of hohnels. The fcions muft firit, be ingraft-

ed into the ilock, before it can receive lap and influence from
the root; we mud firll be ingrafted into Chrift, before we can
of his fulnefs receive grace for grace, John i. 16. A man out
of Chrid is red with guilt, and black with filth ; he is an un-
hallowed perfon, and dying in that condition, is rendered in-

capable of feeing God, Heb. xii. 14.

3. He that wants Chrill, hath no true nobility ; it is through
Chrift that we are a-kin lo God, of the blood royal of heaven ;

it is through Chrift that ' God is not alhamed to be called our

God,' Heb. xi. lO. But out of Chrift we are looked upon as

ignoble perfbns ; the traitors' blood runs in our veins : a man
out of Chrift is bafe-horn : whoever is his natural father, the

devil is his fpiritual father, John iv. 48.

4. He that wants Chrift, wants his freedom ; John viii. 36.
' If the fon make you tree, you fhall be free indeed.' A man
out of Chrift, is a flave, when he fins moft freely.

. 5. He that wants Chrift, hath no ability for fervice ; he is as

Samfon, when his locks was cut ; his ftrength is gone from him,

he wants a vital principle, he caiwiot walk with God, he is like

a dead member in the body, that hath neither ftrength nor mo-
tion, John XV. 5. * Without me ye can do nothing.' The or-

gans will make no found unlefs you blow in them ; fo unlefs

Chrift by his Spirit breathe in the foul, it cannot make any
harmony, or put forth ftrength to any holy a6tion.

6. He that wants Chrift, hath no confolation ; Chrift is called

the conlblation of Ifrael, Luke ii. 25. A Chi'iftlefs foul is a com-
fortlefs foul ; how can fuch an one have comfort when he comes
to die? he is in debt and hath no furety ; his wounds bleed, and
he hath no phyfician ; he fees the fire of God's wrath approach-

ing, and hath no fcreen to keep it otf ; he is like a ftiip in a

tempeft; ficknefs begins to make a tempeft in his body, and fin

to make a tempeft in his confcience, and he hath no where to

put in for a harbour ; oh the terror and anguifti of fuch a man
at the hour of death ! Ifa. xiii. 8. ' Their face ihall be as

flames ;' an elegant expreftlon! the meaning is, fuch fear and

horror Ihall feize upon finners in the evil day, that their coun-

tenances ftiall change and be as pale as a tlame ; what are all

the comforts of the world to a dying finner.-^ he looks upon his

friends, but they cannot comfort him ; bring his bags of gold

and filver, they are as fmoak to fore eyes, it grieves him to part

with them ; bring him mufic, what comfort is the harp and viol
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te a condemned man ? There is in Spain Tarantulas, venomous
fpiders, and tlioi'e wlio are llung wirh them, are aUnoll dead,
and are cured with mufic ! but thole that die without Chriil,

who is the conColation of Il'rael, and are in I'uch heliidi pangs
and atronics, that no mulic is able to cure them.
. 7. He that wants Chrili, halh no lalvation. Eph. v. 23.
• He is tbe Saviour of the body ;' he faves none but the/n who
are members of his body myllical ; a (Irong icriptureagainll the

do6trine of univerlal redenijition ; Chrift leaped into the lea of
his Father's wrath, only to lave his fpoulefroiu drowning ;

* he
is the Saviour of the body ;' ib that thofe who die out of Chrifl,

are cut otY from all hopes of falvation.

. 2. It reproves tliein who buty tiiemfeives about other things

with a neglecl of Chrili ; Ifa. Iv. 2 * Wherefore do you fpend
money for that which is not bread, and your labour for that

which fatisfieth not?' If you get all the world, you are but gol-

den beggars without Chrid. The pliyfician tinds out noxious
difeales, but is ignorant of foul-difeales ; and while he gets re-

ceipts to cure others, henegle6ls the receipt of Chnft's blood to

cure himl'elf. The lawyer while he clears other men's titles to

their land, he himlell" wants a title to Chriit. The tradefman
is bulled in buying and felling, but negle6ls to trade for the

pearl of price ; like Ifrael, who went up and down to gather

llraw : or like the load-llone, that draws iron to it, but refufetti

gold. Thefe who mind the world, lb as to negle6t Chrili, their

work is but fpider work. Hab. ii. 13. ' Is it not of the Lord of

holis that the people fliall labour iu the fire, and weary them-
I'elves for very vanity ?'

1. If Chrili be^ll, then fet an high valuation upon Jefus

Chrili, 1 Pet. ii. 7- ' To you that believe he is precious.* If

there were a jewel which contained in it the worth of all jewels,

would you not prize that ? Such a jewel is Chrili ; fo precious

is he, that St. Paul counted all things ' dung, that he might win
Ghrill,' Piiil. iii. 8. Oh that 1 could raife the appretiation of
Jefus Chrift ! prize Chriit above your eftates, above your rela-

tions ; that man doth not delerve Chrili at all, who doth not
prize Chrili above all. Jefus Chrift is an incomprehenfible blef-

ling ; whatever God can require for fatisfaclion, or can defire

for lalvation, is to be found in Chrift ; oh then let him be the

highell in our efteem ; no writing fhall pleafe me, faith faint

Bernard, If I do not read the name of Chrift there. The name
of Chrili is the only mufic to aChrillian's ear, and the blood of
Chrili is the only cordial to a Chriftian's heart.

2. If Jefus Chnft beall, then niake fureofChrift; never leave

trading in ordinances, till you have gotten this pearl of price ;

iti Chrift tiiere is the accumulation of all good things ; oh then
let not your fouls be quiet, till this bundle of myrrh lie between



534 BIVERS DISCOURSES.

your breads, Cant. i. 13. In other things we drive for property ;

this houfe is mine, thefe jewels are mine, and why not this

Chrifl; is mine ? There are only two words which will fatisfy the

foul. Deity and property : quid eji Deus^ non eft. meus ? faith

Audin. What was it better for the old world they had an ark,-

as long as they did not get into the ark ? And that I may per-

fuade all to get to Chrid, let me fliew you what an enriching

bleding Chrift is.

1. Chrid is a fupreme good ; put what you will in the balance

with Chrid, he doth infinitely outweigh. Is life fweet ? Chrift

is better ! he is the life of the foul. Col. iii. 4. * his loving-kind-

nefs, is better than life,' Pfal. Ixiii. 3. Are relations fweet ?

Chrid is better ; he is the friend that * dicks clofer than a bro-

ther.'

2. Chrid is a fudicient good ; he who hath Chrid, needs no
more ; he who hath the ocean, needs not the cidern. If one
had a manufcript that contained all manner of learning in it,

having all the arts and fciences, he need look in no other book ;

fo he that hath Chrift, needs look no further. Chrift gives

grace and glory, Pf. Ixxxiv. 11. The one to cleanfe us, the

other to crown us : as Jacob faid, * It is enough, Jofeph is yet

alive,' Gen. xlv. 28. So he that hath Chrift, may lay, it is

enough, Jefus is yet alive.

3. Chrift is a fuitable good ; in him dwells all fulnefs, Col.>

i. 19. He is whatever the foul can defire, &c. Chrift is beau-

ty to adorn, gold to enrich ; balm to heal, bread to drengthen,

wine to comfort, falvation to crown ; if we are in danger, Chrift

is a lliield ; if we are difconfolate, he is a fun ; he hath enough
in his wardrobe abundantly to furnidi the foul.

4. Chrift is a fandlifying good ; he makes every condition

happy to us, he fvveetens all our comforts, and fandtifies all our

erodes.

1. Chrift fweetens all our comforts, he turns them into blef-

fings ; health is bleffed ; eftate is bleded, relations are blef-

fed. Chrift's love is as the pouring fweet water on flowers,

which makes them caft a more fragrant perfume. A wicked

man cannot have that comfort in outward things which a godly

man hath ; he may poffefs more, but he enjoys lefs ; he who
hath Chrift may fay, this mercy is reached to me by the hand

of my Saviour, this is a love-token from him, an earneft of

glory.

2. Chrift fan<5lifies all our croffes, they fliall be medicinal to

the foul ; they diall work fin out, and work grace in : God's

ftretching the firings of his viol, is to tune it, and make the mu-
fic better ; Chrid fees to it that his people lofe nothing in the

furnace but their droffy impurities.

5. Chrift is a tare blefiing, there are but few that have him ;
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ihe bed things when they grow common, begin to be flighted ;

when ' filver was in JeruCalem as Itones,' 1 Kings x. 27. It

was apt to be trod upon ; Chrill is a jewel that few are enrich-

ed with, which may both raife our elleem ot him and quicken

our purCuit after him ; thofe to whom God hath given both the

Indies, he hath not given them Chriil ; they have the fat of

the earth, but not the dew of heaven ; and among us protec-

tants, many who hear of Chrift, but few thatliave him. Read
Luke iv. 25. There are many in tliis city who have Chrift

founded in their ears, but few who have Chrift formed in their

hearts ; O how fliould we labour to be of this few ! they who
are Chriftians fliould be reftlefs.

6. Chrift is a fele6l choice good ; God ftiews more love in

giving us Chrift, than in giving us crowns and kingdoms. God
may give us others things, and bate us ; but in giving Chrift

to a man, he gives him the bleliings of the throne : what though
others have a crutch to lean on, if thou haft Chrift to lean on !

Abraham fent away the fons of the concubines with gifts, but
* he gave all he had to Ifaac,' Gen. xxv. God may fend

away others with alittle gold or filver ; but ifhe gives thee Chrift,

he givfcs thee all that ever he halh ; for * Chrift is all, and
in all.'

7- Chrift is fuch a good, as without which nothing is go(fd ;

without Chrift health is not good, it is fuel for luft ; riches are
not good, they are golden fnares ; ordinances are not good,
though they are good in themfelves, yet not good to us, they
profit not ; they are as brealls without milk, us bottles without
wine ; nay, they are not only a dead letter, but a favour of

death ; without Chrift, they will damn us ; for want of Chrift,

millions go loaded to hell with ordinances.

8. Chrift is an enduring good ; other things are like the
lamp, which while it (hines it fpends ;

' the Heavens (hall

wax old like a garrnetii,* Pf. cii. 26.—But Jefus Chrift is a
permanent good, with him are durable riches, Prov. viii. IS.

They laft as long as eternity irfelt lalls.

9' Chrift is a ditiulive comuiuuicative good ; he is full not
only as a velTel but as a fpring, he is willing to give himlelf to

us. Now then if there be all this excellency in jefus Chrift, it

may make us ambitioufly defirous of an intereft in him.
Q. But hoiv fJiall I get a part in Chrijl.

Anf. I. See your m ed of Chrift, know that you are undone
without him. How obnoxious are to you to God's eye ! how
odious to his nature ! how obnoxious to his jullice ! O finner,

how near is the fergeaut to arrfft thee! the furnace of hell is

heating for thee, aiul what wilt thou do without Chrift. It

is only the Lord Jelus, caa ftand as a li;reen to keep oil" the
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fire of Goci's wrath from burning thee. Tell me then, is there
ijot need oi Chi i(l ?

9. Be importunate after Chrift, Lord, give n»e Chrift, or I

*lie. Asx'Vchlah (aid to he father Caleb, Jo(h. xv. 19. 'Thou
hall ^iven hie fouth land, give nie aifo I'prings of water.' So
ihou!d a poor foul fay, Lord, thou halt given me an edate in

the world, but this fouth-land will not quench my thirll, give

me aifo fprings of water. Give me thofe living fprings which run
in my Saviour's blood ; thou had faid, * Let him that is a thirft

come, and whofoever will, let him take the water of life freely/

Rev. xxii. 17, i8. Lord, I ihirll after Jefus Chrift, nothing but
Chrift will llitisfy me ; 1 am dead, I am damned without him,
oh give me this water of life.

3. Be content, to have Chrift, as Chrift is otFered, a Prince

and a Saviour, A6is v. 31. Be fui'e you do not compound or

indent with Chrift. Some would have Chrift and their fins

too. Is Chrift all, and will you not part with fomething for

this ail ? Chrift would have you part with nothing but what
will damn you, if you keep, namely your fins.

There are Ibtne bid fair for Chrift, they will part with Ibme fins,

but keep a referve. Doth that man think he ftiafthave Chrift's

love that feeds fin in a corner ? O part with all for him who is

all. Part with thy lufts, nay thy life ifChrift calls. It exhorts

us not only to get Chrift, but to labour to know that we have
Chrift, John ii. 3. ' Hereby we know that we know him.*

This reflex a6l of faith is more than the direct a6l. Some di-

vines call it fhe perception, or fenfible fiseling of faith ; now
concerning this knowledge that Chrift is ours, which is the fame
with afi'urance, 1 ftiall lay down thefe four corollaries or con-

clufions. 1. That this knowledge is feafible, it may be had,

1 John v. 15. * Thefe things have I written to you that believe,

that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may be-

lieve on the name of the Son of God.*
1. Why elfe doth God bid us make our calling and eledion

fure,2Peter. i. 10. if alfurancemay not behad ? and to * prove

ourfelves, whether we are in the faith,' 2 Cor. xiii. 5. if we
cannot come to this knowledge that Chrift is ours ?

2. What are all the figns which the Icripture gives of a man
in Chrift but fo may cyphers, if the knowledge of his intereft may
not be had? 1 John iii. 14. and John iv. 13.

3. There are fome duties enjoined in fcripture, which to per-

form is utterly impoflible, if the knowledge of ati intereft in

Chrift be not attainable ; we are bid * to rejoice in God,' Phil.

iv. 4. and * to rejoice in tribulation,' 1 Pet. iv. 13. How can

he rejoice in fuftering, who doth not know whether Chrift be his

or not ?

4. W^jy hath Chrift promifed to fend the comforter, John
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xiv. 1(5. Whofe very work it is to bring the heart to this alTur-

ance, ifaflTuiunce that Chrift is ours may not be had ?

o. Some of the faints have arrived at this certainty of know-
ledge ; therefore it may be had. Job knew that his Redeemer
lived. Job xix. 25. And faint Paul had this a(furance, 2 Tim.
i. 1^2 Gal ii. "^O. Yea, may fonte lay, Paul was an eminent
believer, a Cbrillian of the firlt magnitude, no wonder ifhe had
this jewel ol ali'urance ! nay, but the apot\le fpeaks of it as a
cafe incident to other believers, Rom. viii. 35. * Who (hall

feparate us from the love of Chrift ?' He doth not lay, who
(hill! feparate me ? but us I fo that by all it appears that a be-

liever may come to fpell out his intereft.

Caution 1. Not that the laints have always the fame certain-

ty, or that they have fuch an affurance as excludes all doubl-
ings and couflids ; there will be flowings and ebbings in their

comforts, as well as in their graces : was it not fo in David ?

Sometimes we hear him fay, ' God's loving-kindnefs was be-

fore liis eyes,' Pf. xxvi. 3. iVs it is a proverbial fpeech, I have
fuch a thing in my eye, I fee it jult before me ; but at another
time, * Where are thy loving kindnelTes?' Pf. Ixxxix. 49.
Thefe doublings a"nd convulfions God fulFtrs in hii children

fometimes, that they may lontf the more for heaven, where
they (ihall have a conftant fpring-tide of joy.

Caution 2. Not that all believers have the fame afTurance.

(I.) Aiiurance is rather the fruit of faith, than faith : now as

the root of the role or tulip may be alive, where the flower is

not vifible ; fo faith may live in the heart, where the flower of
alfurance doth not appear. (2.) AlTurance is difficult to be ob-
tained ; it is a rare jewel, but hard to come by, not many Chril-
tians have this jewel. (1.) God fees it good Ibmetimes to with-
draw affurance from his people, that they may walk humbly.

(2.) Satan doth what he can to way- lay and obliruct our af-

furance ; he is called the red dragon, Rev. xii. 3. If he can-
not blot a Chrillian's evidence, yet fometimes he cads fuch a
mift before his eyes, that he cannot read his evidence ; the devil

envies that God fliould have any glory, or the Ibul any comfort.

(3.) That we want affurance, the fault for the moll part is our
own ; we walk carelelsly, negledlour fpiritual watch, let ^o our
hold of promifes, comply with temptations; no wonder then if

we walk in darknefs, and are at fuch a lofs, that we canuot tell

whether Chrift be ours or not.

(3.) Affurance is very fweet; this wine of paradife cheers the
heart.

(4.) Affurance is very ufeful, it will put us upon fervice for

Chrift. (I.) It will put us upon adtive obedience; affurance

will not (is the papifts fay) breed fecurity in the foul, but
agility : it will make us mount up with wings, as eagles, in holy

Vol. II. No. 24. 3 Y
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duties; faith makes us living, afTurance makes us lively; if we
know that Chrili is ours, we fhail never think we can love hinm

enough, or lervehim enough, 2 Cor. v. 14. ' The love of Chrifl;

conftraineth us.'

2. A ffu ranee will put us upon paffive obedience: Rom. v,

3, 5. ' We glory in tribulation, becaufe the love of God is fhed
abroad in our hearts.' Mr. Fox fpeaks of a woman in queen
Mary's days, who, when the adverfaries threatened to take her
hulband from her, fhe anfwered, Chrift is my hufband : when
they threatened to take away her children, (he anfwered, Chrift

is better to me than ten ions ; when they threatened to take
away all from her, faith fhe, Chrift is mine, and you cannot
take away him from me. No wonder St. Paul was willing to

be bound and die for Chrift, A6ts xxi. 13. when he knew that

Chrift loved him, and had given himfelf for him. Gal. iii. '20.

Though I will not fay, Paul was proud of his chain, yet he was
glad of it, he wore it as a chain of pearl.

Qu. B}U how fh all I get thisjeicel of ajfiirance ?

Anf. 1. Make duty familiar to you ; when the fpoufe fought
Chrift diligently, fhe found him joyfully. Cant. iii. 4.

(4. ) Preferve the virginity of confcience ; when the glafs is

full you will not pour wine into it, but when it is empty ; fo

when the foul is cleanfed from the love of every fin, now God
will pour in the fweet wine of afturance, Heb. x. 22. * Let us
draw near in full alfurance of faith, having our hearts fprinkled

from an evil confcience.' (3.) Be much in the adtings of faith ;

the more active the child is in obedience, the tboner he hath his

Father's fmile ; if faith be ready to die. Rev. iii. 2. if it be like

armour hung up, or like a lleepy habit in the foul, never look
for alfurance. (4.) If Chrift be all, then make him fo to you.
(1.) Make Chrift all in your underftanding, be ambitious to know
nothing but Chrift, 1 Cor. ii. 2. What is it to have knowledge
in phyfic? To be able, with Eilculapius and Galen, to difcourfe

of the caufes and fymptoms of a dileafe, and what is proper to

apply, and in the mean time to be ignorant of the healing under
Chrift's wings? What is it to have knowledge in aftronomy, to

difcourfe of the ftars and planets, and to be ignorant of Chrift,

that bright morning-ftar which leads us to heaven ? What is it

to have (kill in a ftiop, and ignorant of that commodity which
dolli both enrich and crown ? What is it to be verfed in mufic,

and to be ignorant of Chrift, whole blood makes atonement in

heaven,^ and mufic in the confcience? What is it to know all

the ftratagems of war, and to be ignorant of the ' Prince of
peace ? O make Chrift all, be witling to know nothing but
Chrift; though you may know other things in their due place,

yet know Chrift in the fidl place; let the knowledge of Jefus
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Chriil have the pre-eminence, as the fun among, the lefler

planets.

This is the crowning knowledge, Prov. xiv. 18. * The pru-

dent are crowned with knowledge.' (I.) We cannot l<now

ourfelves unlets we know Chnd ; he it is who lights us into our

hearts, and fliews us the Ipots of our louls, whereby we abhor

ourfelves in dull and arties. Chriil (hews us our own vacuity

and indigency; and until we I'eeourown enjptinefs, weaie not

fit to be filled with the golden oil of mercy. (2.) We cannot

know God, but through Chriil; 2 Cor. iv. 6.

2. Make Chriil all in your affedions. (1.) Defire nothing

but Chriil; he is the accumulation of all good things. * Ye are

com|jlete in him,' Col. ii. 10. Chriil is the Chriliian's perfec-

tion ; what Ihould the foul defire lefij ? What can it defire

more.? (2.) Love nothing but Chriil; love is the choicefl af-

fedlion, it is the richeft jewel the creature hath to bellow : Oh,
if Chrift be all, love him better than all.

Confider 1. If you love other things, when they die your love

is loft ; but Chriil lives for ever to requite your love. (2.) You
may love other things in the excefs, but you cannot love Chriil

in the excels. (3.) When you love other things, you love that

which isworfe than yourfelves; if you love a fairhoufe, a plea-

fant garden, a curious pi6ture, thefe things are worle than your-

felves ; if I would love any thing more intenfely and ardently,

it ftiould be fomething which is better than mylelf, and that is

Jefus Chrid. He who is all, let him have all : give him your

love who defires it moll, and deferves it bed.

3. Make Chrilt all in your abilities, do all in his (Irength,

Eph. vi. 10. * Be llrong in the Lord, and in the power of his

might.* When you are to refill a tentation, to mortify a cor-

ruption, do not go out in your own llrength, but in the ftrength

of Chriil: * Be ftrnng in the Lord.' Some go out to duty in

the llrength of parts, and go out againll fin in the llrength of

relblutions, and they come home foiled. Alas! What are our

refolutions, but like the green wilhs which did bind Sanipfon!

A finful heart will loon break thole ; do as David when he was
to go up againll Gohah, laith he, * I come to thee, in the name
of the Lord.' So fay to thy Gcliah-lull, I'come to thee in the

name of Chrift. I'hen we conquer, when the Lion of the tribe

of Judcih marchelh before us.

4. Make Chriil all in your aims, do all to his glory, 1 Pet.

iv. 11.

6. Make Chriil all in your affiance, truft to none but Chrift

for falvation, the Papills make Chrift fomething, but not at all.

And is there not naturally a fpice of popery in our hearts?

We would be grafting happinefs upon the Itock of our own righ-

teoufnefs ; every man (faith Luther) is born with a pope in his

3 Y 2
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heart. O make Chrift all in regard of recumbency, let him be
our city of refuge to fly to, and your ark.

0'. Make Chriil all in your joy, Gal. vi. 14. * God forbid that

I fliould glory, fkvein thecrofsof our Lord Jefus Chrift.' Luke
i. 57. O Chrillian, hall thou feen the Lord Jefus? Hath this

morning-liar (bined into thy heart with its enlightening, quick-

ening beacns? Then rejoice and be exceeding glad. Shall others

rejoicf in the world, and will not you rejoice in Chriil? How
much better is he than all other things? It refle6ls difparage-

meot upon CNrill when his laints are fad and drooping? Is not
Chrift yours, what would you have more?

Ohj. 1. But faith one, I am low in the world, and that

takes otF the chariot-wheels of my joy, and makes me drive

heavily,

Aiif. But haft thou not Chrift ? And is not Chrift all ? Pfal.

xvi. 5, 6.

Obj. "2. If indeed I knew Chrift were mine, then I could re-

joice, but how fhall I know that?

All/. 1 Is thy foul filled with pantings after Chrift ? Doft
thou defire as well water out of Chrift's fides to cleanfe thee, as

Blood out of his fides to fave thee? Thefe fighs and groans are

ftirred up by the Spirit of God, by the beating of this pulfe,

judge of the life of faith in thee.

2. Haft thou given up ihyfelf by an univerfal fubje<5tion to

Chrift ? This is a good fign that Chrift is thine.

3 Be thankful for Chrift ; God hath done more for you in

giving you Chrift, than if he had fet you with the princes of the

earth, Pfal. cxiii. 8. or had madeyou angels; or had given you
the whole world. In (hort, God cannot give a greater gift

than Chrift; for in giving Chrift he gives himfelf to us; and all

this calls aloud for thankfulnefs.

Ufe ult. Here is a breaft of comfort to every man that hath
Chrift, ' Chrift is all ;' it is good lying- at this fountain-head

When a Chriftian fees a deficiency in himfelf, he may fee an all-

fufticiency in his Saviour. * Happy is that people whofe God
is the Lord,' Pf cxliv. ult. That fervant needs not want, who
hath his mafter's full purfe at command : he needs not want who
hath Chrift ; for * Chrift is all and in all.* What though the

fig-tree doth not flourilli, if thou haft Chrift the tree of life, and
all fruit growing there ? In the hour of death, a believer may
rejoice, when he leaves all, he is pofl'efled of all ; as Ambrofe
faid to his friend, '* I fear not death, becaufe I have a good
Lord." So may a godly man lay, I feai'j not death, becaufe I

have a Chrift to go to ; death will but carry me to that torrent

of divine pleafure which runs at his right hand for evermore.

I will end with that 1 Theft", iv, 13, ' Wherefore, comfort one

another with tliefe words.'




